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Mr.  Ch.virman  and  Gentlemen, 

The  district  of  New  Mill  occupies  6215  acres 
of  hilly,  or  almost  mountainous  country,  at  an 
elevation  varying  from  400  to  about  1,400  feet 
above  sea  level,  lying  on  a  mixed  formation  of 
sandstone,  clay,  shale,  and  coal,  and  having  a 
cold  ami  wet  climate,  with  a  rainfall  of  over  50 
inches  per  annum.  The  high  ground  forms  a 
watershed,  from  which  streams  converging  to 
the  North  and  West  form  the  New  Mill  Dyke, 
which  joins  the  river  Holme,  supplying  on  its 
way  power  and  water  to  many  Woollen  Mills 
and  Dyeworks.  Most  of  the  houses  are  near 
the  dyke  and  the  mills.  On  the  South  and 
East  are  moors,  and  a  more  rural  country 
which  drains  towards  the  rivers  Don  and 
Dearne. 

The  people  are  employed  in  the  manufacture 
of  woollen  cloth  and  yarn,  in  dyeing,  coal  and 
clay  mining,  brick  and  pipe  making,  coke 
burning,  stone  quarrying,  tailoring,  and  agri¬ 
culture.  The  land  is  mostly  in  grass,  divided 
into  small  holdings ;  usually  there  are  a  few 
farms  to  let,  so  there  is  not  much  demand  for 
allotments.  The  farmers  do  not  always  depend 
entirely  on  their  farms  for  their  livelihood, 
but  they  or  some  member  of  their  families 
often  work  in  the  mills  or  other  works,  or  in 
carting,  etc.  None  of  these  occupations  are 
particularly  unhealthy,  but  I  think  few  of  the 
stone  workers  reach  an  advanced  age. 

Such  woollen  mills  as  are  occupied  have  been 
fully  employed  during  1909,  but  work  has  been 
scarce  for  the  brick  and  pipe  makers,  and  the 
stone  trade  seems  to  be  leaving  the  district. 

Many  of  the  inhabitants,  both  in  and  out¬ 
door  workers,  find  employment  outside  the 
district,  often  walking  long  distances  as  there 
are  no  railways  or  tramways  within  its  area. 

Seeing  the  number  of  empty  houses  on  the 
hills  and  the  empty  dilapidated  mills  in  the 
valley,  makes  one  think  that  the  population 
must  be  still  declining.  In  1901  there  were 
4,fi24  persons  living  in  1,014  houses.  I  am 
now  informed  that  1,072  houses  are  occupied, 
which  seems  to  indicate  a  substantial  increase 
in  population.  I  do  not  think  it  wise,  how¬ 
ever,  to  alter  the  estimate  of  population, 
especially  as  there  will  soon  be  another  census. 
The  houses  are  usually  well-built,  with  plenty 
of  air  space  in  front,  as  there  are  few  regular 
streets,  but  they  are  frequently  built  into  the 
ground  at  the  back.  Many  have  only  two 
rooms,  and  a  few  cases  of  overcrowding  have 
been  brought  to  notice. 


Only  one  new  house  has  been  built  during 
the  year.  It  is  of  a  superior  kind.  Plans  for 
new  buildings  are  submitted  to  the  Surveyor 
and  the  Health  Committee.  There  is  a 
scarcity  of  houses  in  New  Mill,  Jackson  Bridge, 
and  Scholes.  If  good  cottages  were  built  they 
would  soon  find  tenants. 

Although  there  was  so  much  wet  weather 
last  year,  the  actual  rainfall  (49'3  in.)  was 
rather  less  than  the  average,  but  as  there  was 
no  long  period  of  drought  the  water  supply 
was  sufficient  and  continuous.  The  present 
storage  capacity  is  not  sufficient  for  a  very  dry 
season,  and  the  demand  is  being  increased  by 
new  customers  and  the  use  of  water  closets  in 
place  of  privies. 

In  this  district  the  testing  of  milk,  food  and. 
drugs  is  left  to  the  County  Authorities.  In  ar 
cases  of  notified  infectious  disease,  careful 
enquiries  are  made  as  to  the  source  of  the 
milk  used,  and  no  epidemic  has  been  traced  to 
the  milk  supply  The  infantile  mortality  is 
generally  low,  and  the  mortality  from  tuber¬ 
culosis  has  been  low  for  three  years. 

At  the  same  time  many  of  the  cowsheds  are 
in  such  a  condition  that  it  is  difficult  to 
imagine  how  clean  milk  can  be  produced  in 
them. 

The  County  Sanitary  Inspector  has  seen 
some  of  the  cowshe<ls,  and  1  expect  a  report 
will  be  received  from  him  advising  what  course 
should  be  taken. 

There  are  three  slaughter-houses  in  the 
district,  two  modern  ones  belonging  to  the 
Co-operative  Societies,  and  an  ancient  one 
which  is  not  largely  used.  They  are  well  kept 
on  the  whole,  and  being  situated  on  main  roads 
they  are  seen  by  me  or  the  Sanitary  Inspector 
almost  daily.  They  have  not  been  specially 
visited  during  actual  slaughtering,  but  while 
the  carcases  were  being  dressed  and  at  other 
times.  The  Sanitary  Inspector  has  no  special 
certificate  for  meat  inspection.  No  signs  of 
tuberculosis  have  been  seen,  and  I  am  satisfied 
that  only  the  best  meat  is  sold  in  the  district. 

All  the  populous  parts  of  the  district  are 
systematically  sewered.  Considerable  exten¬ 
sions  and  alterations  have  been  made  during 
the  year,  amounting  to  260  \  artls  of  pipes  in 
Stone  Pit  Lane  and  White  Wells,  and  a  line  is 
being  laid  at  great  cost  in  labour  to  connect 
Red  Row  with  the  main  system,  which  includes 
extensive  sewage  ilis[)osal  works.  Outlying 
hamlets  and  groups  of  houses  have  smaller 
works  drained  into  tanks  and  on  to  the  land. 
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The  New  Mill  Dyke  which  collects  most  of 
the  rainfall  of  the  district  is  polluted  by 
natural  sprinos  of  iron  water,  by  drainage  from 
mines,  and  by  the  effluents  from  mills  and 
dyeworks.  The  water  is  never  used  for  any 
domestic  purpose,  and  now  that  domestic 
sewage  has  been  withdrawn,  it  is  not  likely  to 
cause  any  nuisance. 

Ten  new  water  closets  have  been  constructed 
at  Wild  Spur  Mills.  Two  ashes  privies  have 
been  changed  into  water  closets,  three  ashes 
privies  have  been  changed  into  tub  closets, 
and  two  large  ashes  privies  have  been  changed 
into  four  small  ones.  The  large  majority  of 
the  houses  have  aslies  privies  attached,  and 
the  contents  of  them  are  carted  on  to  the 
land  by  contractors,  by  the  Council’s  workmen, 
and  in  some  cases  by  the  owners.  Stone  dust 
bins  for  house  refuse  have  been  erected,  and 
the  contents  of  them  are  carted  to  tips  by  the 
Council’s  workmen.  If  more  dust  bins  were 
built  the  tidiness  of  some  of  the  roads  in  the 
outlying  districts  would  be  improved. 

The  Sanitary  Inspector  I’eports  that  at  the 
end  of  190S  he  had  9  cases  of  nuisances  in 
hand,  during  1909  32  nuisances  were  discovered 
or  reported ;  33  were  remedied,  and  8  were  left 
in  hand  at  the  end  of  the  year.  20  legal 
notices  were  issued,  but  no  legal  proceedings 
needed  to  be  taken. 

There  are  no  common  lodging  houses  nor 
canal  boats  nor  offensive  trades. 

There  are  four  fried  fish  and  potato  shops, 
which  are  clean  and  well  kept. 

There  are  five  public  elementary  schools. 
Two  of  them  are  modern,  up-to-date  schools, 
and  the  others  are  fairly  well  kept.  There  has 
not  been  any  need  to  close  any  of  the  schools. 
Only  those  actualiy  ill  and  a  few  contacts  have 
been  excluded.  The  scholars  are  now  under 
the  care  of  special  Medical  School  Inspectors. 

Notification  of  Infectious  Diseases  has  been 
in  operation  since  1896.  When  necessary 
cases  are  sent  to  the  Colne  and  Holme  Joint 
Isolation  Hospital  at  Meltham.  23  cases  were 
notified  and  12  were  sent  to  the  hospital. 

Infected  premises  ai'e  stoved  by  the  formalin 
lamp.  Bedding,  etc.,  is  sent  to  the  hospital 
for  disinfection  when  necessary.  Disinfectants 
are  distributed  free,  and  anti-diphtheritic 
serum  supplied,  and  in  doubtful  cases  patho¬ 
logical  matter  is  sent  to  the  Bacteriological 
Laboratories  at  Wakefield,  for  diagnosis. 

There  is  no  system  of  notification  in  cases  of 
tuberculosis,  except  that  under  the  Poor  Law, 
which  commenced  last  year.  I  have  not  yet 
received  any  such  notification,  but  one  Poor 
Law  case  came  under  my  care.  The  patient 
died,  and  that  was  the  only  death  certified  as 
due  to  tuberculosis  in  the  whole  district* 


Last  year  I  furnished  a  statement  showing 
that  the  mortality  due  to  tuberculosis  for  the 
previous  ten  years  was  on  the  average 
excessive,  but  in  1907  and  1908  the  mortality 
was  less,  and  in  1909  it  was  reduced  to  one 
case. 

There  is  no  hospital  accommodation,  except 
that  provided  by  the  Guardians  at  Croslaud 
Moor. 

This  Council,  along  with  other  Authorities 
and  the  Guardians,  have  been  considering  the 
provision  of  a  joint  sanatorium,  but  no  agree¬ 
ment  has  been  come  to.  My  own  ideal  is  that 
large  towns  and  County  Councils  should  build 
attractive  and  well-appointed  institutions, 
where  people  in  the  earliest  stages  of  phthisis 
would  willingly  go,  not  so  much  expecting  to 
be  cured  as  to  learn  practically  the  best  course 
of  life  for  people  in  their  condition. 

Everybody  knows  now  that  phthisis  is  an 
infectious  disease.  But  that  is  not  all.  Other 
infiuences  assist.  It  was,  I  think,  a  D.D.,  not 
an  M.D..  who  said  that  phthisis  was  due  to 
damp,  dirt,  dust,  drink,  dissipation,  and 
destitution.  No  doubt  these  are  all  pre¬ 
disposing  causes.  If  we  could  avoid  them  and 
other  causes  of  that  delicacy  of  constitution 
which  is  believed  to  be  necessary  before  the 
infection  can  seriously  affect  a  person,  there 
would  soon  be  less  need  for  sanatoria.  Hand¬ 
bills  describing  the  disease  and  the  chief 
means  of  combatting  it  have  been  freely  dis¬ 
tributed.  Meanwhile  all  good  sanitary  work 
will  help  in  the  same  direction. 

The  number  of  workshops  registered  at  the 
end  of  1909  was  29,  employing  52  persons, 
which  averages  less  than  two  per  workshop,  so 
there  is  no  overcrowding.  Many  are  merely 
domestic  workshops,  but  the  occupiers  are  in 
all  cases  masters,  not  working  for  other 
employers,  so  there  are  no  ‘‘  outworkers.” 
They  comprise — 


Tailors .  10 

Dressmakers  and  Milliners .  5 

Shoemakers  and  doggers  .  4 

Blacksmiths  and  Mechanics  .  3 

Joiners  and  Wheelwrights  .  3 

Photographers  .  1 

Hairdresser .  1 

Flockmaster  .  1 

Baker  .  1 


29 

They  have  all  been  inspected  and  found 
satisfactory.  The  baker’s  premises  are  suit¬ 
able,  and  there  are  no  underground  bakeries. 

No  standard  of  sufficiency  and  suitability  has 
been  fixed,  because  the  number  of  employees  is 
so  small. 
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Vital  Statistics. 

Births. — The  births  of  99  infants  were 
registered,  making  a  birth-rate  of  21'6  per 
tlionsand  persons  living  within  the  district  per 
annum,  which  is  a  very  low  rate.  The  average 
has  been  26'7.  The  birth-rate  for  England 
and  Wales  was  25  6,  the  lowest  ever  recorded. 

The  excess  of  births  over  deaths  was  45. 
The  average  difference  or  natural  increase  for 
ten  previous  years  was  55. 

Deaths. — The  deaths  of  52  persons  were 
I’egistered  in  the  district,  but  one  death  occurred 
in  the  Workhouse  and  one  in  the  Infirmary, 
making  a  total  of  54,  with  a  death-rate  ot  11.6 
ner  thousand  per  annum,  which  is  the  lowest 
rate  since  the  district  was  formed.  In  the 
previous  year  the  i-ate  was  also  very  low,  viz.  : 
118.  'I'liH  average  rate  for  the  previous  ten 
years  was  14  7.  The  death-rate  for  England 
and  Wales  for  1909  was  14  5,  and  that  also 
was  the  lowest  ever  recorded.  It  is  pleasant 
to  notice  that  for  two  years  together  the 
death-rate  for  New  Mill  was  very  much  less 
than  the  general  mortality. 

The  inimber  of  deaths  and  the  death-rates 
for  each  township  or  ward  were  as  follows  :  — 

Per  l,0o0  per  aiinuiii 


Fulstone  ... 

25=a 

death-rate  of 

12-5 

Hepworth 

17= 

16-2 

Scholes . 

12= 

9f  M 

7-7 

These  rates  are  very  divergent,  but  do  not 
mean  much,  because  in  the  previous  year 
Hepworth  had  the  lowest  rate  and  Scholes  the 
highest,  and  the  excess  in  Hepworth  this  year 
was  due  to  deaths  of  infants,  in  a  year  when 
there  were  many  more  births  than  usual  in  that 
township. 

Infantile  Mortality. — Nine  infants  died  before 
reaching  the  age  of  twelve  months,  making  an 
infantile  mortality  rate  of  90  9  per  thousand 
births,  which  is  a  low  rate,  the  average  for  the 
previous  ten  years  being  113  7.  The  infantile 
mortality  rate  for  England  and  Wales  was  109, 
which  again  was  the  lowest  on  record. 

Details  of  this  infantile  mortality  are  given 
in  Table  V.,  from  which  we  learn  that  2  died 
from  enteritis  (not  certified  as  epidemic,  but 
since  they  both  died  during  the  few  hot  days  of 
August  their  deaths  may  have  been  due  to 
tainted  food.)  3  died  from  immaturity  at 
birth,  2  from  bronchitis,  1  from  pneumonia, 
and  1  from  an  abscess  on  the  brain. 

The  notification  of  Births'  Act  has  not  been 
adopted  nor  has  any  Health  Visitor  been 
appointed.  There  is  no  Voluntary  Society  for 
that  work,  but  an  effort  is  being  made  to 
obtain  a  District  Nurse,  which  may  lead  to 
further  developments. 

Only  a  small  proportion  of  married  women 
are  employed  in  the  factories  or  workshops, 
and  one  rarely  finds  an  infant  put  out  to 
nurse,  consequently  infantile  mortality  is  less 
here  than  in  some  manufacturing  districts. 


Deaths. — The  following  diseases  were  certified 
as  the  cause  of  the  54  deaths  : — 
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Phthisis  . . 

.  1  — 

t ) 

1 » 

•2 

Cancer . . 

.  5  — 

11 

1-07 

Bronchitis  . 

.  6- 

n 

1 1 

1 1 

1-3 
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As  these  numbers  and  rates  are  mostly 
below  the  averge,  we  need  only  notice  that  the 
zymotic  or  infectious  disease  death-rate  was 
only  ’4,  while  that  for  England  and  Wales  was 
1  12,  and  that  the  somewhat  high  respiratory 
death-rate  was  probably  duo  to  the  frequent 
bad  weather. 

The  Phthisis  death-rate  was  remarkably  low, 
viz.  :  '2,  and  no  death  was  attributed  to 
“  other  tuberculosis  disease.” 

Notificatmis. — I  received  23  notifications  of 
infectious  disease.  They  referred  to — 

6  cases  of  Diphtheria. 

2  ,,  Erysipelas. 

10  ,,  Scarlet  Fever. 

4  ,,  Enteric  Fever. 

1  ,,  Puerperal  Fever. 

Diphtheria. — These  were  isolated  cases  of 
unknown  origin  with  no  association  of  time 
or  place. 

Scarlet  Fever. — Six  of  these  cases  occurred 
in  two  houses  at  Larks  House.  The  first 
patient  probably  contracted  the  disease  where 
she  worked  outside  the  district.  It  was  not 
noticed,  or  was  neglected,  and  it  led  to  the 
illness  of  three  others  in  the  same  house  and 
two  next  door.  The  others  were  sporadic 
cases  All  ten  were  sent  to  the  Isolation 
Hospital.  In  addition  there  were  two  slight 
outbreaks  of  exanthematous  disease,  which 
may  have  been  Scarlet  Fever  or  else  German 
Measles. 

Enteric  or  Typhoid  Fever. — These  were 
isolated  cases.  One  was  sent  to  the  hospital. 
Two,  which  were  treated  at  home,  died. 

The  non  notifiable  diseases  were  not  very 
prevalent,  but  there  were  many  cases  of 
influenza  and  a  few  cases  of  diarrhoea  in 
December. 

Finally,  I  congratulate  the  district  on  a 
second  year  with  a  very  low  death-rate,  and  a 
moderate  amount  of  sickness,  due  to  the  low 
temperature  and  frequent  rains  of  the  Spring 
and  Summer,  also  to  the  small  birth-rate,  and 
in  some  measure  to  improved  sanitation. 


I  am.  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

ALBERT  THORP. 
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TA  BLE  I. 


NEW  MILL  URBAN  DISTRICT. 


Vita!  Statistics  of  Whole  District  during  1909  and 
previous  years. 
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I'ABLE  II 


NEW  MILL  URBAN  DISTRICT. 

Vital  Statistics  of  separate  Localities  in  1909  and 
prexnous  years. 
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TABLE  TV. 


NEW  MILL  URBAN  DISTRICT. 


of,  and  Ages  at,  Death  during  Year  1909. 


Deaths  in  whole  District  at 
.subjoined  Age.s, 

Deaths  in  Localities 
(at  all  Ages. ) 

Oausk  of  Death. 

•saSy  nv 

Under 

1  year. 

1  and 
under  5. 

lO 

73  ^ 
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o  ^ 

15  and 
under  25. 
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under  G.5. 
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O  5^ 
ID  CL 
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1  Fulstone. 

Hepworth 

Scholes. 

Workhouse. 

Huddersfield 

Infirmary. 

Croup 
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1 

1 

Liiteric  Fever  . 
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1 
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2 

Enteritis  . 
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1 
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Gastritis 
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1 

1 
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Tuberculosis)  ... 
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1 

1 

Cancer,  Malignant  Disease  ... 
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Bronchitis  ... 
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Pneumonia... 
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TABLE  V. 

NEW  MILL  URBAN  DISTRICT. 

Infantile  Mortality  duriny  the  Year  1909. 

Deaths  from  stated  Causes  in  Weeks  and  Months  under  One  Yeai- 

of  Age. 


Cause  of  Death. 

Under  1  Week 

1-2  Weeks 

Total  under 

1  Month 

2-3  Months 

! 

,3-4  Months 

5  6  Months 

d-7  Months 

1 

1  9-10  Mouths 

1 

Total 

Deaths 

under 

One 

Year. 

(  Certified 

All  Causes  j 

(Uncertified  .. 

2 

1 

3 

1 

1 

1 

1 

2 

9 

Enteritis 

1 

1 

Gastritis  . 

1 

1 

Premature  Birth  . 

2 

1 

3 

3 

Bronchitis 

1 

1 

2 

Pneumonia 

1 

1 

Other  Causes... 

1 

1 

Totals 

2 

1 

3 

1 

1 

1 

1 

2 

9 

Population  (estimated  to  middle  of  1901)  ...  4624 

Births  in  the  Year  ...  .  99 

Deaths  in  the  Year  of  Infants .  9 

Deaths  from  all  Causes  at  all  Ages  .  54 
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